
textversion_issue33
Freedom to Marry E-Update
Issue #33 | March 14, 2007

To view the online HTML version of the E-Update, click here - 
http://www.freedomtomarry.org/images/eupdate/eupdate_issue33.html

Contents: 
1) A Note from Executive Director Evan Wolfson                 
2) ACLU and Public Interest Release "10 Couples" Website
3) Equal Rights — Wave of the Future
4) Different-Sex Couples Say "I Do" Again For Marriage Equality
5) Presidential Candidates Falling Short

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

1) A Note from Evan Wolfson 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear friends —

Welcome to the final E-Update. Starting April 2, we will be shifting to a new and 
tighter communication with friends like you – the Monday Marriage Message. You'll be
able to start your week with a concise hit of the the latest news, research, and 
what people are saying about the freedom to marry – what's coming up and what you 
might have just missed. Short, snappy, and strategic, we will arm you with what you 
need to keep on top of the advance toward marriage equality.

There are innumerable ways to make our voices heard as we engage in persistent 
persuasion of those around us. A concerned Indianapolis citizen made a creative 
connection between my hero, President Lincoln’s, stance on immigrants rights (a 
concern back then, too!) and the denial of the human right to marry: “In a letter 
Lincoln wrote…'Understanding the spirit of our institutions to aim at the elevation 
of men, I am opposed to whatever tends to degrade them.'” The intentions of our 
Founding Fathers to continue the arc of expanding equality and the foundation of 
freedom in the United States are always on our side. Find your own angle – and speak
out!

— Evan Wolfson   

Follow developments in the movement for marriage equality on our website 
(www.freedomtomarry.org), and in future issues of Freedom to Marry's bi-monthly 
E-Update.

LINKS:

*The Indianapolis Star:  
http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070306/OPINION01/703060322/-1/Z
ONES04 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

2) ACLU and Public Interest Release "10 Couples" Website

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Freedom to Marry was proud to join the ACLU, in partnership with Emmy-award winning 
production company Public Interest TV, for the release of a new website entitled "10
Couples," released on Monday, March 12th.  The website, intended to increase 
visibility of the realities of marriage inequality, highlights 10 couples and their 
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struggles due to marriage discrimination. The diverse couples share their stories in
brief video clips on the website, which also includes a 'take action' and 'tell your
friends' sections, encouraging people to get involved in the fight for marriage 
equality. Visit today and tell your friends!

LINKS:

*10 Couples: http://www.10couples.org/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

3) Equal Rights – Wave of the Future

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A new analysis of Field Polls from the last 20 years in California was released last
week with encouraging findings. Polling shows thirteen-percent more people in 
California now support marriage equality. Also, the analysis shows education and 
outreach is paying off as the most recent 2006 Field Poll shows nearly half (45%) of
Californians report they have become more accepting of same-sex relations since they
were a young adult, while only 9% say they have become less accepting.

LINKS:

*The Field Poll: http://bayareanewsgroup.com/multimedia/mn/news/fieldpoll_030807.pdf

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

4) Different-Sex Couples Say "I Do" Again For Marriage Equality

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The fight for marriage equality is taking place across America — and non-gay people 
are speaking up. You can join them by signing the "I do" pledge and telling your 
friends about Lambda Legal's "I do" campaign showcasing different-sex couples taking
action against exclusion. See some of the couples involved and submit your own story
and photo! 

LINKS:

*Lambda Legal: http://ga4.org/lambdalegal/ido.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

5) Presidential Candidates Falling Short

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hilary Clinton addressed HRC recently, and gave an encouraging speech about how her 
door will always be open for human rights. While expressing support for repealing 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and other advances towards equal rights, Senator Clinton 
never mentioned marriage equality. In fact, none of the leading candidates for 
President in either party have stated they will end the exclusion of same-sex 
committed couples from marriage — something to keep in mind as you follow the 
candidates and choose who to support. 2008 is a ways away – now's the time to push 
(and help) them to do better. 

LINKS:
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*HRC: 
http://hrc.org/Template.cfm?Section=Home&CONTENTID=35673&TEMPLATE=/ContentManagement
/ContentDisplay.cfm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

QUOTE: 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

When asked by the New York Times Magazine if she would like to be able to marry her 
partner, Financial Advisor Suze Orman replies, "Yes. Absolutely [...] It"s killing 
me that upon my death, K.T. is going to lose 50 percent of everything I have to 
estate taxes. Or vice versa."

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST:
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Freedom to Marry Week 2007 Photo Contest Winner

Congratulations to Liz Bradbury and the Pennsylvania Diversity Network for 
submitting such a great photo symbolizing the diversity of celebrations this year 
for Freedom to Marry Week. Titled “Freedom to Marry? You’re Talking About Us!,” the 
picture captures couples in Pennsylvania who are telling their stories through a 
traveling photo show coordinated by Pennsylvania Diversity Network. 

LINKS:

*Pennsylvania Diversity Network: http://www.padiversity.org/

*Photo: http://www.freedomtomarry.org/node.asp?id=3721

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

All Couples Bicker

A must see, check out these Equal Marriage Videos from The Freedom to Marry 
Coalition of Massachusetts. The message: Same-sex couples enjoy the same love and 
commitment, ups and downs, laughs and aggravations, as different sex-couples do.

LINKS:

*Equal Marriage Videos: 
http://www.hsiproductions.com/directors/maxvitali/mv013007.aspx

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We Need Spanish Translators

Freedom to Marry is looking for Spanish Translators of all backgrounds and dialects,
to assist in the translation of our website and materials. Email Kiyana at 
kiyana@freedomtomarry.org if you are interested or have suggestions for us.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Most visited pages last week:

* New Voice of Equality Dakota Fine: 
http://www.freedomtomarry.org/document.asp?id=5430
* The Latest News: http://www.freedomtomarry.org/node.asp?id=3511
* Getting Started: Short Answers For Big Questions: 
http://www.freedomtomarry.org/node.asp?id=3617

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Do you want the latest marriage equality news from Freedom to Marry in your news 
feed? Get it here: http://freedomtomarry.c.topica.com/maafMRxabwyKlaaaaaabaeQCPT/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

GET ENGAGED: Write to friends and family and help them understand why marriage 
matters to you

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

There are many ways you can get involved by helping win and defend marriage equality
nationwide. 

To read a sample letter you can write and send to family and friends, visit:
http://www.freedomtomarry.org/document.asp?id=3171&_view=page=280

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
Why Marriage Matters: America, Equality, and Gay People's Right to Marry, by Evan 
Wolfson
For more information about this great resource, visit:
http://www.freedomtomarry.org/node.asp?id=3470
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*
* Sign the Marriage Resolution: 
"Because marriage is a basic human right and an individual choice, RESOLVED, the 
State should not interfere with same-gender couples who choose to marry and share 
fully and equally in the rights, responsibilities and commitment of civil marriage."

To add your name to the long and distinguished list of supporters of Civil Marriage 
in America, visit: http://www.freedomtomarry.org/node.asp?id=3508
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*
Sign our Religious Endorsement:
Endorsements are only accepted from ordained clergy, professional religious 
educators, theologians, and staff of religious institutions.

To sign, visit: http://www.freedomtomarry.org/religious_institute.asp
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*
SIGN-UP:
If you received this E-Update from a friend or family member and find it a useful 
resource on marriage equality, sign-up on the Freedom to Marry website to get 
E-Updates, visit: http://www.freedomtomarry.org/e_update.asp

Page 4



textversion_issue33

Pass it on!
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Let us know what's going on in your community to advance the cause. Email the editor
at editor1@freedomtomarry.org.
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