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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

1) The Message 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Legislators Taking a Stand for Families

Last Thursday, over three-fourths of the entire Massachusetts legislature took a 
stand to protect families in their state; 151 of 200 state legislators voted in 
favor of fairness and equality for same-sex couples and their families.

This vote is important not only because it protects families in Massachusetts, but 
because it shows that the legislature, along with the court and popular opinion, has
grown in acceptance of marriage equality over the three years it has existed in 
Massachusetts.

* We now have marriage equality in Massachusetts by democratic vote. While the state
Supreme Court played a necessary role in breaking the ice with the Goodridge 
decision,it is now by democratic vote that we have marriage. Through the actions of 
the Massachusetts legislature last week, the people's representatives have spoken. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

2) The Report

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

1324 Reasons for Marriage Equality in New York State
(The New York City Bar Association and the Pride Agenda Foundation)

LINK:
*The Report: http://www.nycbar.org/pdf/report/marriage_v7d21.pdf

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

3) The Resource

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Marriage Makes a Word of Difference
By Evan Wolfson

LINK:
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*The Resource: 
http://www.portlandmercury.com/portland/Content?oid=344646&category=344638

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

4) The Number

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

76%, the percentage of Massachusetts legislators who voted to support marriage 
equality last week.

LINK:
*The Number: http://www.glad.org/News_Room/WIN.pdf

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

5) The Map

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2007 Proposed And Defeated/Blocked Anti-Marriage/Relationship Recognition State 
Constitutional Amendments

LINK:
*The Map: http://www.freedomtomarry.org/node.asp?id=3476

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

6) The Spotlight: Changing Hearts and Minds

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Following last week’s victory in Massachusetts for marriage equality, the Boston 
Globe reported on the key ingredient which changed nine legislators’ votes: “The 
lawmakers spent hours, even days at a time during the last five months, meeting gay 
couples and their friends and relatives. Their personal stories made the difference 
more than anything else, the lawmakers said.”

Thanks to the amazing work of MassEquality, GLAD, political leaders and allies in 
Massachusetts, and national organizations and funders and many around the country, 
state legislators were given the information and time needed to change their hearts 
and minds in order to protect the constitutional promise of equality for couples and
families throughout Massachusetts.

Armed with a recipe for success, we now turn our efforts to winning equality in 
other states. With court cases pending in California, Connecticut, Maryland, and 
Iowa, and the New York State Assembly preparing for an eminent vote on ending 
discrimination in marriage, it falls to each of us to continue to educate people 
about the need to stop excluding same-sex couples and their families from the 
protections and responsibilities of marriage. 

LINKS:
*Boston Globe: 
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2007/06/15/personal_stories_
changed_minds/
*MassEquality: http://massequality.org/
*GLAD: http://www.glad.org/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

7) The News

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

National

Marking the Loving Anniversary
Bay Area Reporter; June 14, 2007
On Tuesday, June 12, civil rights groups celebrated the 40th anniversary of the 
historic U.S. Supreme Court decision of Loving v. Virginia, which struck down the 
last remaining state laws banning interracial marriage, and Mildred Loving herself, 
in a rare public statement she sent for the event, said, "I believe that all 
Americans, no matter their race, no matter their sex, no matter their sexual 
orientation, should have that same freedom to marry."

Loving Equality
The Huffington Post; June 12, 2007
Evan Wolfson and Bernard S. Cohen write movingly about Loving v. Virginia as a 
milestone in racial equality, an important vindication of marriage as a cherished 
civil right, and a testament to the importance of fighting for equality, rather than
sitting by silently, indifferently, or complacently in the face of cruel exclusion.

Regional

Bay State Stands Tall
Hartford Courant; June 18, 2007
Fairness has trumped fear in Massachusetts.

One Lawmaker Who Changed her Vote on Marriage Equality
Boston Globe; June 14, 2007
"I have been most impressed by the number of individuals who have called me and 
asked me to change my vote because they have changed their minds."   

LINKS:
*Marking the Loving Anniversary: 
http://www.ebar.com/news/article.php?sec=news&article=1923

*Loving Equality: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/bernard-s-cohen-and-evan-wolfson/loving-equality_b_518
66.html

*Bay State Stands Tall: 
http://www.courant.com/news/opinion/editorials/hc-samesex.artjun18,0,1100759.story

*CA Marriage Equality Bill Advances: http://www.sacbee.com/111/story/207570.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST:

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Must Sees

Watch reactions to the Massachusetts Legislature's vote to uphold marriage equality.

View National Black Justice Coalition and Faith in America's video commemorating the
Loving 40th anniversary.

LINKS: 
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*MA reactions: http://www.thebostonchannel.com/politics/13502530/detail.html?cnn=yes
*YouTube: http://youtube.com/watch?v=WhV000HBELA

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Opposition

"Massachusetts lawmakers have arrogantly and disdainfully told their own 
constituents to shut up and go home."

-Matt Barber, Policy Director for Cultural Issues with Concerned Women for America 
(CWA)

Obviously Barber missed the Boston Globe story countering this claim  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Quote

"Although Loving arose in the context of racial discrimination, prior and subsequent
decisions of this Court confirm that the right to marry is of fundamental importance
for all individuals..."

-Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall, Zablocki v. Redhail (1978) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Do you want the latest marriage equality news from Freedom to Marry in your news 
feed? Get it here: 

http://www.freedomtomarry.org/images/rss/the_latest_freedomtomarry.xml

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

GET ENGAGED: Write to friends and family and help them understand why marriage 
matters to you

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

There are many ways you can get involved by helping win and defend marriage equality
nationwide. 

To read a sample letter you can write and send to family and friends, visit:
http://www.freedomtomarry.org/document.asp?id=3171&_view=page=280

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
Why Marriage Matters: America, Equality, and Gay People's Right to Marry, by Evan 
Wolfson
For more information about this great resource, visit:
http://www.freedomtomarry.org/node.asp?id=3470
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*
* Sign the Marriage Resolution: 
"Because marriage is a basic human right and an individual choice, RESOLVED, the 
State should not interfere with same-gender couples who choose to marry and share 
fully and equally in the rights, responsibilities and commitment of civil marriage."

To add your name to the long and distinguished list of supporters of Civil Marriage 
in America, visit: http://www.freedomtomarry.org/node.asp?id=3508

Page 4



textversion_mmm11
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*
Sign our Religious Endorsement:
Endorsements are only accepted from ordained clergy, professional religious 
educators, theologians, and staff of religious institutions.

To sign, visit: http://www.freedomtomarry.org/religious_institute.asp
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*
SIGN-UP:
If you received this Monday Marriage Message from a friend or family member and find
it a useful resource on marriage equality, sign-up on the Freedom to Marry website 
to get Monday Marriage Messages, visit: 

http://www.freedomtomarry.org/e_update.asp

Pass it on!
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Let us know what's going on in your community to advance the cause. Email the editor
at editor1@freedomtomarry.org.
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