Umited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
May 12, 2009

Dear wember

We write regarding the impending vote on the Marmiage Equality Adf, Assembly Bill -
AT732, sponsorad by Assemblymember Daniel O Doungll (D-Meanbanan). 4.5 you know, the
New York Stare Assembly has aiready passed this bill in 2007 during a prevjous gession. Five
other states — lowa, Massachusetts, Maine, Connecticut, end Vermont havg now adupted
similar measures and 2 murmber of court cpses in statesacross the land will ajso likely, over
time, tule in fivor of full marmiage equaliy.

Equal protection under the law has always heena hallmard of the z‘x:{m‘m' can political
and legal system, and in this instanse we believe this prmeiple should be extendsd iy all those
in our state who seek the eivil contract of marriage and the numerous: legal gights and
protectons that come with it

We have expressed our support for full marriage equality in New York and far &
reworking of federal law that denies full federal legal equality fo anyone is lawfully
rmarmied in any state. Passage of this. bill will be g vital step 10 achieving thaf goal,

We appraciate the sincers and considered effort vou put into this, aqg':l other, legislation
und we thank vou for the jub vou do representing your constituents, As alwgys, piease do nut
hesitate To reach oul e us on this or arher meliers that arg »f concein to vou

Sincerely,

Clat St — Kl & (Ltlilend

Charles E. Schuier Kirstea E. Gyilibmund
United States Senator United States Senator




